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October 4, 2008 - Feast of St. Francis and anniversary of the Gainesville Catholic Worker

Dear friends,
Several years ago, I was talking with a group of college students about the work we do at the GCW. Specifically,  I was trying 

to describe the atmosphere of deep happiness we sometimes experience at the Breakfast Brigade–even after dragging ourselves 
out of bed hours before dawn to make breakfast for folks who were waking up just as early to line up at labor pools for a day of 
hard work. I kept using the word “fun” to describe the sleepy camaraderie we felt rolling out the dough for the bread and later 
talking with the workers.

After my talk, a student, who had been a regular at Breakfast Brigade when it first started, corrected me. He was from Mexico 
and, with the preciseness speakers of a second language often have, he said the word I was really looking for was “joy.” That it 
wasn’t “fun” in the same way going out on a Friday night with friends or spending the day at the beach is. It was much deeper. 

I’ve thought about that distinction a lot over the years and have come to see the root of this joy as the deep connection we 
feel with one another sometimes at the Jubilee House, often at the Breakfast Brigade or Dorothy’s Café. Working together at 
something simple and real–like creating a tasty, healthy meal for folks who are in real need of the good food and camaraderie–
creates a bond between those working together and with those we are serving. And often, when things are particularly good, 
those boundaries melt. The workers at the labor pools are setting the table and lighting the candle, and folks on the street arrive 
early to help chop veggies and arrange flowers for the Café. 

It seems almost magical at times–so good and right when everything is clicking. We can’t help but feel “joy” in the harmony 
of it and in the closeness we feel to one another–no matter where we are from, no matter what we do “for a living.” We feel 
lucky to be here.

Even when things are not “clicking,” we feel hopeful. In September we ratcheted up our food project and changed the Café 
from serving for two hours, three Sundays a month, to serving twice a week (Tuesdays and Thursdays) for six hours each day. 
We accomplished our goals 
of providing a less hurried 
atmosphere for guests, of 
using farm produce for 
the soup, and of allowing 
a Sabbath each Sunday 
for the house. But we are 
also running into some 
challenges. 

Primarily, we are very 
short of money (in fact, we 
don’t have enough to pay 
the mortgage this month). 
The numbers at the Café 
grew so quickly that we are 
serving about 400 bowls 
of soup accompanied by 
48 loaves of bread and a 
bushel of fruit each week. 
We can’t cover the cost. 

In addition, a number of 
families and church groups 
have called to ask to help out 
on a weekend. While we set 
aside one weekend day each 
month as a “celebration” 

... continued on page 2 ... 

The greatest challenge of the day 
is how to bring about a
revolution of the heart.
                             - Dorothy Day

Members of the Coalition of Immokalee Workers and the GCW following an October brunch at Jubilee House.
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where folks could provide food and atmosphere for a more 
festive gathering, the three this semester were quickly filled 
(anniversary party in October, Day of the Dead in November, 
and St. Nicholas Day in December). We are so grateful that 
so many folks want to get involved! But we need to match 
them up to a time they can participate. So… we are going to 
make some changes in September’s trial schedule. We would 
like to continue the Tuesday Café, but drop Thursday’s; and 
we’ll start up the Sunday Café again–every other week. Best 
of both worlds we hope. That way, we can make best use of the 
diverse and enthusiastic group of volunteers we have.  

The only thing missing is money. It’s an uncertain time for 
everyone. (The irony that our government can “bail-out” Wall 
Street to the tune of $700 billion while never being able to 
find enough money to bail-out people who are unemployed, 
the homeless, our school systems, 45 million people without 
health insurance, etc. is not lost on us. An economist on Bill 
Moyers put it very well, we thought, when he said that the 
U.S. government “privatizes gains and socializes losses” for 
the super-wealthy.) We have met a number of newly homeless 
folks who are living out of cars and using our shower.  Several 
of them have been helping out during the week. At the same 
time, we know that many of you who support our work here 
are worried about your own future. Our real security though 
does not come through the boosting up of Wall Street or faith 
in this unjust, immoral economic system. Our real security 
lies in each other and in the relationships we cultivate. The 
gospels call us to take care of each other, to model, like the 
early Church in Acts, such relationships with one another that 
“there was no needy person among them” (Acts 4:34). 

We ask you to help us to model that alternative economic 
model, the one Jesus called “the kingdom of God,” where the 
hungry are fed, the blind see, the stranger is welcomed, and the 
poor have the good news preached and practiced among them. 
No one at the GCW is paid. We are not a social service agency 
or a non-profit and we are not supported by the government 

in any way. The Gainesville Catholic Worker community 
is supported by the work of our own hands and the gifts of 
friends who stand with us and those who rely on us. We ask 
you to consider accompanying us too. Join us at the Jubilee 
House for any of our projects, our Tuesday night scripture 
studies, Thursday night Roundtables, or anytime. We hope 
too that a number of you would be willing to pledge $25-
$100 (or more) each month to help us continue the works 
of mercy. One-hundred percent of the money that keeps us 
open comes from individuals like you, and a few churches 
who believe in our witness. We struggle each month to make 
ends meet but we believe that we do a lot with the little we do 
have.

If you can help, please do. If you know others who can 
help, please share with them this newsletter or our website. 
Checks can be made out to the Gainesville Catholic Worker 
and sent to us at 218 NW 2nd Avenue, Gainesville, FL 
32601. 

On this anniversary day for us (4 years in the Jubilee House, 
8 years since we first started!), we want to thank all of you for 
being part of this work and part of the GCW community. You 
bless us and you sustain us. May God bless you with peace.   

 In peace,
 All of us at the Gainesville Catholic Worker

GCW by the numbers...
(because John is a huge baseball fan and loves statistics) 
Breakfast Brigade: Since 2001, when we started the Break-
fast Brigade out of our first home, Jeremiah House, we have 
served over 33,275 breakfasts to day laborers at three local la-
bor pools (thru June 2008). In the last 4 years since we opened 
Jubilee House, we averaged 5,800 breakfasts each year (ap-
proximately 6,675 last year).
Dorothy’s Café: Since the first Dorothy’s Café at Jubilee 
House in November 2004, we have served an afternoon meal 

to over 10,900 guests. This year, with hosting the 
Café twice-a-week, we have already served over 
800 guests for lunch or dinner.
Hospitality at Jubilee House: Since we opened 
our doors in September 2004, we have averaged 48 
guests staying 749 nights  with us each year (an 
average stay of 16 nights for each guest). Thou-
sands more have shared meals and friendship with 
us, rested in our living room, watched the football 
game, showered or done laundry, borrowed books, 
participated in classes and scripture study and 
Roundtables and Wednesday Night Live, and so 
much more. In the four years since we opened Ju-
bilee House, 21 people have made this place their 
home, becoming part of the “live-in” community, 
whether for one semester or for several years. Elev-
en of those who were part of the “live-in” commu-
nity came to us through the “Metanoia Semester,” 
a semester-long immersion experience living and 
working as a member of the Gainesville Catholic 
Worker. Hundreds, maybe thousands, have volun-
teered their time and skill in helping this commu-
nity to thrive. Kendera, Moraa and Dave looking a little too happy at 4am for Breakfast Brigade.



NOTE: Each semester at the GCW, we start a new study of 
scripture. This fall, we’re studying the Acts of the Apostles. 

I am convinced in reading the opening passages of the Acts 
of the Apostles that it is Luke’s primary purpose to make sure 
the early church is oriented to that which is at the heart of 
the proclamation and passion of Jesus. The central message of 
Acts 1:1-14 resonates not only in the time of the apostles and 
the early Church, but for those who would follow Jesus today 
and the preaching and practice of our churches as well. 

The passage opens with Luke orienting the reader to where 
we are in the overarching story (it is generally agreed that the 
author of the Gospel of Luke and Acts is the same person) 
and confirming the continuity of Jesus’ message, both pre-
Resurrection and post-Resurrection. As he did before his 
arrest and crucifixion, Jesus speaks to his followers about that 
transformative reality called the “kingdom of God” (verse 3). 
The focus, therefore, of his proclamation has not changed after 
the Resurrection. The message remains the same: the kingdom 
of God. 

Now we have to imagine that the disciples are in a tricky 
position, and we get the idea, when Acts opens, that they are 
contemplating leaving Jerusalem (v. 4). For the followers of 
Jesus, his arrest, torture and crucifixion must have not only 
been emotionally and psychologically traumatic for them, but 
also a warning as to what the authorities might choose to do to 
them as well should they stick around and “stay the course.” But 
Jesus “enjoins” them to remain in Jerusalem, despite their fear 
and despite the danger. He assures them that the promise about 
which they have heard him speak is imminent—reaffirming 
again that that promise has to do with the in-breaking of the 
kingdom of God, the object of the verse just prior.

The disciples, however, continue to mistake the “kingdom 
of God” with their own less lofty, more immediate ambitions 
regarding the “kingdom of Israel.” In verse 6, they 
question Jesus not about his “speaking on the kingdom 
of God” but rather want to know whether he is going 
to “restore the kingdom of Israel,” a restoration that 
seemingly would include the disciples’ own political 
ambitions. Jesus’ response to the disciples is curt and 
to the point—a good paraphrase would be: “That is 
of no concern to you.” Jesus instead re-orients them 
to the task that they are going to undertake in the 
world (Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria and to the ends 
of the earth)—specifically to be his witnesses, those 
who will testify as to the truth of what he said and 
did during his lifetime. And again, the message of 
Jesus’ actions and words throughout the Gospel of 
Luke (and now in the Acts of the Apostles) is not 
the restoration of Israel but the in-breaking of the 
kingdom of God. 

Then, like Elijah before him (another prophet 
that criticized the religious and political powers of 
his time), Jesus is “lifted up” and disappears (v. 
9). Now the disciples are left in a rather awkward 
posture, standing (maybe mouths agape, slack-

jawed?), looking up at the sky (v. 10). Whereas Jesus had been 
attempting to re-orient the disciples away from both their own 
worldly ambitions and their belief in a limited and ultimately 
doomed political reality (the kingdom of Israel), two new 
emissaries (“dressed in white” clues us in to the fact they were 
representatives of God) will now re-orient their attention away 
from “heaven” and back to the world around them, the world 
in which they will play out their roles as witnesses to Jesus and 
his proclamation of the kingdom of God (v. 11).

Implicit in Acts 1:1-14 is the call to give our allegiance 
to that kingdom which Jesus proclaimed—the kingdom of 
God—and not to give our allegiance to some partial, flawed 
political reality, be it the kingdom of Israel for the disciples 
then or the Church’s embrace of U.S. empire in our own time. 
Secondly, the passage also challenges any interest the Church 
may have in an “other-worldly” theology, a preoccupation 
with “heaven,” and its parallels, the after-life and a salvation 
primarily concerned with what happens after we die. Instead, 
this passage (functioning like the two men dressed in white in 
v. 10-11) challenges the Church to stop looking up to the sky 
and to start looking around us—to make this world its concern, 
to understand our mission as being about the here-and-now; 
and that the manner in which we live our lives—what we say 
and do—will we give witness to Jesus and the kingdom of 
God which he proclaimed: a kingdom where the oppressed are 
set free, the blind see, the poor have the good news of God’s 
special attention and concern for them preached and practiced 
by the Church, where we love our enemies and do good even 
to those who would harm us. 

Luke insists right off the bat that the Church’s mission 
has nothing to do with aspirations for worldly power nor a 
preoccupation with “heaven” and a “pie-in-the-sky-when-you-
die” otherworldly theology. Our churches today would do well 
to remember this.

A Church preoccupied with neither political power nor heaven
by John Zokovitch

Friends of the GCW, Tim and Ivey, with a guest at Dorothy’s Cafe.
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The Metanoia Semester is an opportunity to live and work in a gospel-based community, to discern one’s vocation in life, to stand 
with and serve the needs of people who are marginalized, and to deepen one’s social justice experience on a first-hand basis. 
The Metanoia Semester is an ‘alternative semester,’ an opportunity to learn and experience life from a different perspective. 
The Greek word ‘metanoia,’ means “to turn around,” “to change direction,” or “a change of mind.” The Metanoia Semester at 
the Gainesville Catholic Worker House gives individuals the opportunity to explore, practice and experience a life of simplicity, 
solidarity, service, community, spirituality and more. Patrick Cashio and Iris Zielske are our 10th and 11th participants in the 
Metanoia Semester since we first started doing it in January 2007.
IRIS ZIELSKE: I am a senior at the University of Florida and am studying Linguistics and Industrial Engineering. I am 
fascinated by languages and really enjoy experiencing new places and cultures. In August, I returned from spending three 
months in Tanzania. I spent one of those months at a wonderful orphanage 
with many beautiful children. A part of my heart is still in Tanzania and I 
hope to return for a more lengthy stay shortly after I graduate. 

A couple of days after returning from Tanzania, I moved into the Jubilee 
House. It was about two years ago that I first came to Breakfast Brigade, 
which was my first experience here at the house. Over the past two years, 
I have spent many days and hours at this house. In the spring of this year, I 
could be found visiting the house three or more times each week. So it was 
natural for me to return from the summer and call this place home.
PATRICK CASHIO: I am very excited to be living here in the Jubilee 
House this semester. Since I graduated college in 2006, I’ve lived and 
grown in two other intentional communities in Camden, N.J. and in 
Duran, Ecuador. The journey to get to the Gainesville Catholic Worker 
has been tough. (You guys know how hard it is to get on Johnny’s good 
side, and proving yourself to Kendera is like some confusing African tribal 
ritual.) It is good though that I am here, and I am very thankful to the 
Gainesville Catholic Worker community for accepting me into its loving 
and challenging arms. 

In the short few weeks I’ve been here, I have made some very good 
friends and learned some incredible lessons. I am learning how to be an 
uncle/potential father living with Moraa (Kendera’s new baby). There is a 
deep satisfaction in getting a fussy baby to fall asleep in your arms. I have 
yet to venture into the diaper-changing world. My own rear end is enough for me right now. I’ve learned patience and the need 
for constant encouragement as different friends struggle with addictions and health problems, with job loss and emotional grief. 
The spectrum of suffering and turmoil in the human condition is vast and fathomless. But in those struggles, whether praying 
patiently for sobriety, or sharing bread and soup, or wondering how such a small person can make such a loud noise, we truly 
learn the very piercing power and depth of love that creates a new life in each of us.

Iris and Patrick with Baby Moraa (Kendera’s, not theirs). 

 METANOIA SEMESTER
Welcome Iris and Patrick to the GCW for Fall 2008 Metanoia


