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March 16, 2008 - Palm Sunday 
A Letter from the GCW
Dear friends,
In Matthew’s gospel, once Jesus is arrested and goes to trial, 
it seems that all of “the Twelve” abandon him. We read, of 
course, about Peter’s denial, but following this, no further men-
tion of the remaining members of the Twelve is made during 
Jesus’s passion. While the Twelve are absent at the moment 
of final confrontation, not everyone has abandoned Jesus. In 
the final verses of today’s reading from Matthew, as Jesus is 
crucified, we hear: “There were many women there, looking 
on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, min-
istering to him. Among them were Mary Magdalene and Mary 
the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons 
of Zebedee.” Despite what it may have cost them, they stayed 
close to Jesus, even to this place, even in the shadow of the 
Cross. 

This coming Friday--Good Friday--we  will process through 
the streets of Gainesville, walking “the Way of the Cross,” 
stopping to remember and acknowledge how it is that Christ continues to be crucified in our world today in the bodies of the 
most vulnerable and the broken among us. In many ways, living at a place like Jubilee House (notice we’ve finally named our 
home!) is a way to walk the Way of the Cross day in and day out. We are a broken, suffering, stumbling lot, standing in solidar-
ity with others who have been broken and suffered and are stumbling because of the injustice and violence of our society. Like 
the women in Matthew’s gospel, we often feel powerless, with nothing to do or offer; so we at least try to stand here, watching, 
and not turn away. Many days, this is exactly what it feels like.

But--as the new name for our house suggests, and as we who stand and watch and wait through Good Friday and Holy Satur-
day have come to know--Resurrection is coming, the Jubilee will be proclaimed, and peace and justice will one day reign. 

It is this tension that we live between every day at the Gainesville Catholic Worker--the mourning and the celebration, the bro-
kenness and the healing, the Cross and the Resurrection. We try to give and do what we can--to liberate space for the kingdom 
of God to break in so that all those who have not known mercy, justice, compassion, love and joy can find it here with us, at the 
table with brothers and sisters, in good food and friendly company. We talk a lot about how our home is a place where everyone 
is treated with the dignity and respect they deserve simply because they are children of God, created in the image and likeness 
of God. Indeed, we try to recognize that God is really and truly present here in whomever walks through that door. We want this 
to be a home of beauty and peace and joy for all those who know so little of these most days.

But we also know that sometimes we are rendered powerless or stunned silent by the anguish, suffering and injustice of it 
all. We see people being “crucified” every day by systems which are cold, heartless, violent and evil. And we often find that 
we have nothing to give, that there is nothing we can do to rectify this grave injustice, or heal this wound, or soften someone’s 
pain. The difficulty then is to not run away, to not look away. Solidarity may be the most important value we practice at the 
Gainesville Catholic Worker. This is what solidarity means, at least in part: to stand there and not look away; to suffer with, if 
need be. It is the witness of those women who had ministered to Jesus all along the way, who stayed there til the very end, even 
in the shadow of the Cross.

All of us at the Gainesville Catholic Worker are very grateful for all of your support and kindness and care. It has been both a 
time of struggle and a a time of incredible gratitude as we have had to keep the house running smoothly while also caring for Ben 
during his long fight with leukemia (cancer-free as of November 1!). From the gifts of this year’s live-in community (Alphonso, 
Alfred, Kendera, Jake, Youssef, Alicia, Holly, and Emma) to the servant leadership of Gabby and Rachel, Dave and Gloria, 
Kelly and Lili, and to every single one of you who take responsibility for making the Gainesville Catholic Worker a strong, deep 
and beautiful community, thank you. We hope you will continue to join us in this “revolution of the heart.”

         In peace,
         All of us at the Gainesville Catholic Worker
 

The greatest challenge of the day 
is how to bring about a
revolution of the heart
                             - Dorothy Day

Some of the GCW community at our holiday party in December.



There are not as many hungry people (calorie-
deficient) in Gainesville, as there are those who 
are malnourished. Obesity is on the rise among 
people living in poverty, as are diseases related 
to poor nutrition like diabetes and heart disease. 
Second-hand, highly processed, and fast food – 
heavy in fat, sodium and sugar – are regular fare 
for people who do not have access to kitchens in 
which to cook. There are a number of ways to ac-
cess free food on an emergency-basis, but it isn’t 
necessarily physically nourishing. 

The other side of this coin is one that Christians 
are particularly aware of: the deeper meaning of 
gathering around a table to share a meal. Each 
week we pray in gratitude for our daily bread, 
the work of human hands. People in dire circum-
stances cannot experience the deep connection 
between spiritual and physical nourishment when 
their meals often lack both. As followers of Jesus, 
we believe that the living Christ is present in the hungry, the 
thirsty, and the homeless. While institutions can be an efficient 
way to feed the poor, they can also be a barrier to meeting 
Jesus in our brothers and sisters – to sharing the fruits of our 
labor and the work of our hands directly with people in need. 

Meals that are just are also mindful of the system that pro-
duces them. Our current food system has shifted during the 
last 50 years from a network of predominantly family-owned 
farms to the current globalized system where a very few cor-
porations own, manage and profit from the production of food. 
These “agri-businesses” are usually run by people who don’t 
live near the farms and have no vested interest in the well-being 
of the community. Profit is the bottom line, and consequently, 
the environment suffers as topsoil is depleted and run-off from 
pesticides and fertilizers pollutes local waterways. In addition, 
migrant workers and slaughterhouse workers are underpaid 
and working in dangerous conditions. If our meals are to do 
justice, they must strive to sustain a system that treats both 
workers and the earth with justice. 

As our understanding has evolved, so has our “food policy.” 
This is how we prioritize our food purchases (and gathering):
1. The best we can do is buy local food from farmers we know. 
This is the easiest, most sure way to know if food is grown in 
a sustainable, environmentally friendly, and just way. We also 
use food we grow ourselves or which is donated to us from lo-
cal farmers - some of the most generous folks we know.
2. Food that is “certified organic” and “fair trade.” If we don’t 
know the farmers, this gives us assurance that the food is at 
least meeting the USDA standards for sustainable growing 
practices.
3. Food from locally-owned grocery stores and businesses. We 
support small, local businesses, who are able to support local 
farms (unlike large supermarkets that have to buy from large 
clearinghouses).

4. Home-cooked food whenever possible. We believe there is 
a value in preparing food with care and skill for people we 
love. This is becoming a lost art in a culture where cooking is 
devolving into “warming up in the microwave.” We love learn-
ing and sharing recipes for food that’s grown here in North 
Central Florida. And we love cooking together with guests, 
visitors, and volunteers.

The following GCW projects seek to share healthy food and 
companionship with people who are living in poverty - while 
supporting a more just food system: 
DOROTHY’S CAFÉ – On the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sunday of 
each month, volunteers prepare, serve, and share a home-
cooked meal in a restaurant-style atmosphere at the GCW’s 
Jubilee House (218 NW 2nd Avenue) for approximately 100 
people who are homeless or impoverished. Participants are 
needed to prepare the food, set the tables, and clean up after-
wards. Children are welcome to participate. Preparation begins 
at 2pm, serving at 4, and clean-up from 5:30- 7. 
BREAKFAST BRIGADE – Every Tuesday and Friday 
morning, members of the Breakfast Brigade meet at 4:15am 
to prepare boiled eggs, homemade bread, and fresh local fruit 
for 50-100 folks waiting for jobs at three local labor pools. 
Often homeless, labor pool temporary workers rarely have the 
opportunity or the money (due to low wages and irregular em-
ployment) to get a healthy breakfast before going out for a day 
of physical labor. Participants can donate fresh baked goods, 
or an early morning preparing and serving the meal. We’re 
back home by 7am. 

Both ministries are also in need of monetary gifts, 100% 
of which goes toward food ingredients purchased from fam-
ily-owned farms or local businesses, or grown in community 
gardens throughout Gainesville. To sign on or to get more in-
formation, contact us at the information on the front and back 
of this newsletter.

Nourishing Body and Soul: Just Meals
by Kelli Brew
“Meals that are just – a prerequisite for true nourishment of the soul – are not easy to come by. For we must take into consider-
ation who sits around our table (how inclusive and diverse our circle is); who raises our food and how; who prepares and serves 
the meals and how they are treated; and what we eat. By this standard, how many of our meals do justice?” – Ched Myers

Kendera, Alphonso, Luis, Alfred and John preparing fruit for Dorothy’s Cafe.



When we study scripture at the GCW, we look carefully at 
what the text actually says, often going through the passage 
a verse at a time. Part of paying close attention to the story 
–identifying characters and what we know about them (social 
status, gender, occupation), the setting, the action taking place, 
the dialogue–helps us to see how different the passage can be 
from how we may have remembered it, from how it was told 
and interpreted for us by our churches, family members or in  
popular culture (i.e. in movies, TV, books, et al). 

The birth narrative of Moses in Exodus 2:1-10, gives us a 
good example of this. In the opening verses, we read about a 
Hebrew woman who had a baby boy and kept him hidden for 
three months (because of the genocide of Hebrew male babies, 
which was Egyptian state policy at the time). When she could 
hide him no longer, she put him in a basket and … and what? 
The NRSV version of the Scriptures reads, “She put the child 
in it (the basket) and placed it among the reeds on the bank 
of the river.” The popular telling of this story has the baby in 
a basket, floating down the river - a scenario found in mov-
ies from The Ten Commandments to The Prince of Egypt. But 
the text itself says nothing about the baby floating down the 
river; instead it shows a mother, fearing that the authorities are 
coming for her baby, strategically putting the baby in a basket 
and hiding him among the reeds on the bank of the river. Fur-
thermore, in verse 4, the sister of the baby is “stationed” at a 
distance to keep an eye on the baby. 

Our popular understanding of this passage, a mother putting 
her baby in the river and abandoning it to fate, is challenged by 
a closer reading of the text. What we now see is a mother, faced 
with an imminent threat to her child (because of the genocidal 
policies of the empire in which she lives), enacting what seems 
to be a strategic, concrete plan to protect her son–a plan which 
took intelligence, forethought, (having the bitumen, reeds and 
pitch on hand; picking out a safe place along the river bank), 
and strength of character to carry out. The baby being placed in 
the reeds and the daughter keeping an eye on him (far enough 
away not to draw the authorities to his hiding place) also sug-
gests the mother’s intention to retrieve the baby once the threat 
has passed. Again, our understanding of the woman changes 

from a 
powerless 
w o m a n 
acting in 
d e s p e r a -
tion to one 
who un-
derstands 
what she 
must do for 
her fam-
ily’s sur-
vival--she 
is “street-
s m a r t ” 
and adept 
at finding 
ways to re-
sist the oppressive system she is living under.

Next, Pharaoh’s daughter finds the baby boy and identifies 
it as “one of the Hebrews’ children” in verse 6. She is faced 
with a dilemma. She knows that her father’s law is that all 
baby boys born to the Hebrew women are to be “thrown in the 
river” Yet she feels pity for the crying baby, and is faced with 
the dilemma of what to do – act on that compassion, or obey 
the law which she has surely been indoctrinated into, and kill 
the child (or at least have it killed). Before she acts, the sister 
of the baby boy pushes Pharaoh’s daughter to cross that line 
with a well-phrased question: “Shall I go and get you a nurse 
from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” Notice 
how she helps Pharaoh’s daughter to identify with the child 
and to identify her responsibility to the child with that “for 
you.” And so Pharaoh’s daughter, who shares in the status and 
power of her father, will use her own power to diametrically 
oppose her father and her father’s policies. Where the father 
used his power to inflict indiscriminate death on a people he 
despises, she instead identifies with those who are oppressed, 
breaks the law of the land, and uses her status and power to 
protect and nourish life. She is risking much here, and she is 

modeling for future generations who read this 
story what it means for people who have power 
and status to practice solidarity – to use what they 
have on behalf of the struggle of those who are 
oppressed. It raises a powerful question for those 
of us who have some degree of power and status: 
Do we identify with those who oppress and enjoy 
the benefits of that oppression? Or do we identify 
with the struggle of the oppressed, practice soli-
darity alongside them, and risk losing what we 
have? 

Here we have again, like the two midwives in 
Exodus 1, two women–this time from very dif-
ferent social locations–who model resistance to 
unjust power (wielded so far by men); and who 
show readers, wherever we fall on the spectrum, 
what it is that we too are called to during our time 
in history–a time not so different than the one we 
read about in Exodus all those years ago.

Scripture study: Resistance and solidarity
by John Zokovitch

Jake, leading a Burger King protest on the UF campus, 
with members of the Coalition of Immokalee Workers.

Natalie B. and Natalie S. at a protest for fair wages for Florida’s farmworkers.
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We believe in an “economy of grace,” an “economy of abundance.” 
Our work--from feeding the hungry to sheltering the homeless, caring for the sick to welcoming the stranger--all of this relies on 
the help and contributions of people throughout our local and extended community. We believe in a “loaves and fishes” theol-
ogy: that we can take what little we do have, bless it, break it open, and share it with those who are in need, and we find that we 
have more than enough. We have always held up the model of a lot of people giving a little--in whatever way they are able to 
and feel called to--and that we will find we have more than enough to do all that we are called to do. No one at the GCW is paid. 
We are not a social service agency or a non-profit and we are not supported by the government in any way. Everyone who lives 
at Jubilee House contributes insofar as they are able in order to keep our doors open, our ministries going. One-hundred percent 
of the money that keeps us open comes from individuals like you, and a few churches who believe in our witness. We struggle 
each month to make ends meet but we believe that we do a lot with the little we do have. 
You can support us with your prayers, your time, and your financial gifts. We post a list of some of our current needs on our 
website and, occasionally, in this newsletter. March is a tough month for us as we try to pay our property taxes for the year. 
If you can help, please do. If you know others who can help, please 
share with them this newsletter or our website. Checks can be made 
out to the Gainesville Catholic Worker and sent to us at 218 NW 2nd 
Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32601. 
Our country preaches that we live in an “economy of scarcity,” where 
you have to get all you can right now because there isn’t enough for 
everyone. We believe that God’s kingdom is rooted in an “economy of 
grace,” or an “economy of abundance.” We believe that there is enough, 
if each of us only take what we really need for today (“give us this day 
our daily bread”) and we share with one another to take care of all our 
needs together. This is what we try to practice and model at the GCW. 
We are very grateful to everyone who has joined us and supported this 
work. Thank you!

GCW by the numbers...
Breakfast Brigade: Since 2001, when we started the Breakfast Brigade 
out of our first home, Jeremiah House, we have served over 31,100 breakfasts to day laborers at three local labor pools.
Dorothy’s Café: Since the first Dorothy’s Café in November 2004, we have served over 9,900 dinners on Sunday afternoons.
Hospitality at Jubilee House: Since we opened our doors in September 2004, we have averaged 46 guests staying 770 nights  
with us each year (an average stay of 16 nights for each guest). Thousands more have shared meals and friendship with us, rested 
in our living room, watched the football game, showered or done laundry, borrowed books, participated in classes and scripture 
study and Roundtables and Wednesday Night Live, and so much more. In the nearly four years since we opened Jubilee House, 
eighteen people have made this place their home, becoming part of the “live-in” community, whether for one semester or for 
several years. Nine of those who were part of the “live-in” community came to us through the “Metanoia Semester,” a semester-
long immersion experience living and working as a member of the Gainesville Catholic Worker. Hundreds, maybe thousands, 
have volunteered their time and skill in helping this community to thrive. 

Kiki in the Jubilee House dining room. 


