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Dear friends,
This is the first newsletter we have put out in some time (over a year actually!). Thanks to all of you who have stuck with 

us and written, called or emailed from afar to ask how things have been going. The past year was a time of transition for us as 
we revisited our original vision for the Gainesville Catholic Worker and tried to figure out our way forward. The nature of our 
work at the house is that it does not always lend itself to 
time for reflection, but we made a concerted effort over 
the last year to find time to reflect, evaluate, and dream 
about what is next. 

There are six of us living full-time at the house right 
now, Kelli and I and our kids, Kendera and her daughter 
Moraa. We’re blessed by regular guests who enjoy our 
hospitality. Kelli and Kendera took the lead on our 
main projects for this fall as I gave some serious time 
to my “real” job with Pax Christi USA and also took 
some time out to take better care of myself. It has been 
an exciting fall as we changed some things around and 
experimented with a new schedule, aimed at addressing 
some of the needs our friends had expressed to us over 
the past year.

This is one of the gifts of our disposition here. Not being 
a non-profit, not employing staff, not being a tax-exempt 
organization or relying on government grants, we have 
the freedom and the agility to change as different needs 
are expressed and new opportunities present. Sometimes 
we might get a little too giddy with trying new things 
or changing the schedule around, but generally we have 
found this ability to respond directly to new situations, 
new information, and new needs to be a great gift.. 
We consciously resist the “institutionalization” which 
sometimes steals the spirit from the body and leaves 
behind policies and procedures without regard for the reality of what is happening now, as opposed to 2 years ago, or even last 
month. We hope that this charism of our community is one you cherish as well, especially because it is so dependent on the 
relationships we have formed with people who are struggling and allows us to discern together with them to name the needs and 
determine what we can do. 

You may notice that the newsletter now has a name too, Conspire, which means “to breathe with.” This idea of learning 
to “breathe together” permeates many faith traditions and speaks to the essential connection between all of us and indeed, 
all of creation. The Gainesville Catholic Worker is an experiment in learning “to breathe together.” But the name has other 
connotations as well, ones we think you might easily associate with the GCW as well. 

There IS a “conspiracy” going on inside the walls of our home. Whether you are a resident of the house, a guest, a volunteer 
or supporter, we hope you realize that you are a part of this conspiracy. We make no secret of it, nor try to hide it. Something 
is horribly wrong in our world and needs to be named, challenged, engaged and overcome. This work of mercy, and the 
relationships that are formed by undertaking the works of mercy (feeding the hungry, et al) and the practice of solidarity we 
undertake and invite others to make of al of us co-conspirators. We are saying that it does not have to be this way; that “another 
world is possible.” We hope you’ll continue to conspire with us on how to make that world tangible, here and now.  

      In peace,
	 	 	 	 	 	 John	(on	behalf	of	all	of	us	at	the	Gainesville	Catholic	Worker)

The greatest challenge
of the day is how
to bring about a
revolution of the heart.
      ~ Dorothy Day
      (Co-founder of the
      Catholic Worker Movement) 

Roma, Judy, Tony, Kathy & Kendera during an “Art for All” day at the house.

 THE HOUSE LETTER



Our artist-in-residence, Kendera Omanga, in concert with local artist Elizabeth Curry, has been hosting a series of arts and 
crafts project days this past semester for anyone who wanted the opportunity to create and share in community. The response 
ws incredible, with small groups of people gathering every Tuesday and Saturday afternoon to work on a variety of projects: 
beading, origamy, jewelry, painting, decoupage, holiday cards, mosaics, and more. The projects are eclectic in nature and 
employ the skill and attention of many artists using donated and found materials. 

The projects, and crafts from our friends who operate a women’s co-op in Guatemala, will be on display and for sale starting 
December 5th, at our Holiday Open House taking place at the Green House. All items sold will support the Gainesville Catholic 
Worker and participating artists. These items make great alternative holiday gifts while supporting the dignity and work of these 
artists and crafters, those who visit the GCW, and our friends at the co-op in Guatemala.

WHEN: Sunday, December 5, 2010

TIME:  1:00 to 5:00pm

WHAT:  Holiday Open House, including music & food, & an alternative 
  gifts sale to support the GCW’s “Art for All” project

YOUR HELP NEEDED! If you are able to bring finger foods and drinks, it would be greatly appreciated. Please let us know 
if you will be able to bring anything so we know what to prepare on our end. Call the house or email us (info on front). 

Items will continue to be on display and for sale until Wednesday, December 16 during regular house hours. If you can’t make 
it on Sunday, December 5th, let us know and drop by at your convenience! 

HOUSE EVENTS

Holiday Open House supporting
the “Art for All” project, December 5th 



ED. Note: Last year we petitioned the city to let us use the parking lot next to our house as a community garden. They scaled 
back some of our hopes, but they did say yes to using the medians and traffic-calmers in an around the parking lot. So we’ve got 
the proverbial foot in the door. Give us an inch...

As of this newsletter, we’ve planted blueberry bushes, broccoli, brussel sprouts, peppers, tomatoes, and various kinds of 
lettuce. We’ll expand in the spring.

It hasn’t rained much since we started planting in the parking lot garden, and I am doing what people do all over the world 
- carrying water. The lettuce is watered every morning since it’s so tender and the weather is still so hot. The broccoli and 
cauliflower get water about every day and a half, the peppers and blueberries every other 
day. 

I complain so much about the weather during the summer that I promised myself I 
would restrain myself during the rest of the year. But please. Let it rain. 

The bright side is I ritually visit all the plants every day, which is making me feel 
attached to them and hopeful about future salads and other good stuff. And the clear, blue-
sky weather is nice to be out and about in, especially in the early morning. I find myself 
humming under my breath, “Oh, healing river, send down your waters, send down your 
waters, on this dry land...” And thinking about how it is that we use water ritually from 
everything from baptisms to house blessings to a drink before bedtime. How women the 
world over gather around the well. How much we rely on clean, fresh water for our well-
being, in every sense.  And how the fact that it flows freely from our faucets can blind us 
to its value.

I read an article on the state of the Gulf of Mexico, written by Terry Tempest Williams 
in Orion in October, which also made me think.

 
We are losing our minds if we believe that the source of our power is in a circle of rigs named Deepwater Horizon. The 
source of authentic power is housed in the sacred nature of life, interdependent and whole, where a reverence for what 
is both human and wild is not only cultivated but honored...

It is ironic that the only land available to grow food near our house is part of a parking lot - a parched parking lot, badly in need 
of some healing water.

You can read more from Kelli’s blog, “What We Need is Here,” at http://www.ourlocallife.com. 

Please let it rain!
by Kelli Brew

 REFLECTIONS

Love is the measure
by Dorothy Day
ED. Note: In each issue of the newsletter, we’re going to include a piece from one of the great wisdom figures of the Catholic 
Worker Movement. The following was written by Catholic Worker co-founder Dorothy Day, in June 1946.

We confess to being fools and wish that we were more so. In the face of the approaching atom bomb test (and discussion of 
widespread radioactivity is giving people more and more of an excuse to get away from the philosophy of personalism and the 
doctrine of free will); in the face of an approaching maritime strike; in the face of bread shortages and housing shortages; in the 
face of the passing of the draft extension, teenagers included, we face the situation that there is nothing we can do for people 
except to love them. If the maritime strike goes on there will be no shipping of food or medicine or clothes to Europe or the Far 
East, so there is nothing to do again but to love. We continue in our fourteenth year of feeding our brothers and sisters, clothing 
them and sheltering them, and the more we do it, the more we realize that the most important thing is to love. There are several 
families with us, destitute families, destitute to an unbelievable extent, and there, too, is nothing to do but love. What I mean is 
that there is no chance of rehabilitation, no chance, so far as we see, of changing them; certainly no chance of adjusting them to 
this abominable world about them--and who wants to them adjusted, anyway?

What we would like to do is change the world--make it a little simpler for people to feed, clothe, and shelter themselves as 
God intended them to do. And to a certain extent, by fighting for better conditions, by crying out unceasingly for the rights of 
the workers, of the poor, of the destitute--the rights of the worthy and unworthy poor, in other words--we can to a certain extent 
change the world; we can work for the oasis, the little cell of joy and peace in a harried world. We can throw our pebble in the 
pond and be confident that its ever-widening circle will reach around the world.

We repeat, there is nothing we can do but love, and dear God--please enlarge our hearts to love each other, to love our 
neighbor, to love our enemy as well as our friend. 
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Visit us on the web at www.gainesvillecw.org or “like” us on Facebook!

New schedule, projects for the Spring 2011 semester at the GCW
Being in a college town, the GCW operates on a semester schedule. We’re continuing some projects, starting some new ones, 
and hoping to bring back an old favorite if we can get the financial support to make it happen. If you’re interested in helping out, 
we’ll need plenty of volunteers. We LOVE volunteers who can commit to a regular slot with us, but one-timers or volunteers 
with irregular schedules are a blessing too! Here is the tentative schedule... Check back in early January to confirm.

Mondays: Knitting Circle, 7-9pm - Join folks in knitting items for cold weather use for friends on the street as well as   
 personal projects. If you don’t know how to knit, come and learn!

Tuesdays: Coffee Shop, 1-3pm - Stop by and relax for a hot cup of coffee or tea.

Wednesdays: Community Prayer, 9-9:30am - A simple, reflective communal prayer.
Dorothy’s Cafe, 12-3pm - A simple, free, healthy home-cooked meal. Each month, new “chefs” are trained in using 
local, organic ingredients in food preparation. Prep is between 9-12; serving is between 12-3; and clean-up is 2:30-
4pm. We need volunteers for all shifts. We welcome groups to “sponsor” a cafe by providing food and volunteers. 

Thursdays: Roundtable & Potluck Dinner, 6-7:30pm - A communal meal including presentation and discussion on issues 
 and ideas. Everyone welcome whether you can bring a dish to share or not.

Fridays: Breakfast Brigade, 4:15-7am - Join us in preparing a hot, home-cooked breakfast and delivering and serving it 
 to day laborers at local labor pools. The monthly cost of doing the BB is about $300. We hope that we can get the 
 financial support to restart it this semester.

Saturdays: Art for All Workshop, 2-5pm - Local artists lead folks in creating beautiful arts and crafts for personal use or to 
 sell. Sale of items supports the Gainesville Catholic Worker and participating artists/crafters.
 Last Saturday of each month: GCW Monthly Celebrations, 1-5pm - Join us in a celebration potluck each month  
 with good food, music, and more. We’re looking for groups to help coordinate and sponsor these monthly   
 celebrations, so contact us if your organization, church, etc. is interested. 

We’ll also be hosting a variety of other short-term or one-time events, so check the website or Facebook page regularly!

IMPORTANT: To do all of this work, we rely on the support of family and friends. We are not a tax-exempt, non-profit 
organization; we have no paid staff. We hope your experience of the GCW has touched you & changed you, and we hope that 
you can join us in supporting the GCW. To make a gift or inquire about our needs, you can send a check to the address in this 
newsletter, or contact us by email (preferable) or phone. Thanks for all you have done and given. We are very grateful! 
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