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Dear friends,
On page 3 of this newsletter, you’ll find a short reflection 
that Kelli wrote on Ash Wednesday. It marks the beginning 
of Lent but it also gives a little bit of a glimpse as to how 
we at the GCW are trying each day to liberate this space in 
which we live and work for the kingdom of God--here, now, 
day in and day out. I remember being at Koinonia Farms near 
Americus, GA in the late 1990’s and seeing painted on one 
of the walls there, something close to this: “Koinonia Farms 
- An experiment in the kingdom of God.” I was immediately 
taken with how their description captures both the humility 
and audacity of what they were doing. 

Lent gives us time to reflect on the “experimental” nature 
of what we’re doing. It’s important for the way that it pulls 
us out of “ordinary time” and sort of magically--if we have 
eyes to see and ears to hear--calls us to an attentiveness to our 
lives that we often lose in the midst of routine, schedules, the “daily-ness” of each day. It gives us the opportunity to re-orient, 
to re-examine our lives over the template of the Paschal mystery, Jesus’ story--from his baptism (where it all really started), on 
through the conflicts which lead the powerful of his time to seek his death, and then on through his passion, ending with this 
mysterious--no, ABSURD--thing we name resurrection. 

I don’t know how it works for others, but for me, Lent seems to always come at the right time. As Ash Wednesday rolls 
around, I find myself listing off all the things which have “captured” me and held me back from being the person I want to be 
in this world. I have come to believe that there is only one thing we truly have control over in our life--our integrity. There is 
precious little else which we can call our own. So Lent becomes a time when I undergo an “integrity assessment”. In the Catholic 
tradition, we have something we sort of calls to mind what I am talking about--an examination of conscience. I ask myself who 
it is that I want to be--or, maybe more closely, who it is that I truly, most deeply am. And then I ask if I “am” that person in my 
relationships, in my work, in the projects I undertake and in the way I have treated the people with whom I share this life; and 
if I am not being my deepest, truest self, then why? What is going on that is keeping me from this? The rest of Lent is spent 
engaging in various “disciplines” to help me reorient and cultivate a life of integrity.

One of my Lenten disciplines, one which I took up really back in the fall of this year, has been to set aside time for contemplation, 
through the practice of centering prayer, several times each week. I realized, in a moment of crisis and through exploration with 
my counselor, that each morning I would wake up expecting my day to go a certain way, for things to work out, for the best 
possible outcomes to occur and so on. And as things didn’t go right, as problems came up, as the day didn’t proceed in the way 
that I wanted it to and thought it should, I would grow more and more disappointed, angry, bitter. 

Jean Vanier, the founder of L’Arche, writes, “You see, the big thing for me is to love reality and not live in the imagination, 
not to live in what could have been or what should have been or what can be and somewhere--but to love reality, and then 
discover that God is present.” It is difficult to articulate in words, but for me, this divide between how I expect things to be and 
how things actually are meant that I was never really “aware”--or “awake”--and in my disappointment or disgust at reality being 
less than my expectations, I was missing how God is always present--in failures as well as successes, in weakness as well as in 
strength, in pain as well as in joy, in the difficulties and the problems as well as in the time of ease and smooth sailing. 

The Buddhists call it mindfulness. Paul used the metaphor of “waking up.” Jesus talks over and over about “eyes to see and 
ears to hear.” I don’t know what to call it. I just know that I don’t want to keep prejudicing the reality in my head over what is 
actually happening right in front of me, all around me. Like Vanier, I want to love reality and, no matter what it is, to discover 
God there. For me, this experiment we call the Gainesville Catholic Worker is an ideal classroom. To all of you are learning 
alongside us, we say thank you. To those of you who have not had the chance to visit, enrollment is always open. 
 

      In peace,
	 	 	 	 	 	 John	(on	behalf	of	all	of	us	at	the	Gainesville	Catholic	Worker)

The greatest challenge
of the day is how
to bring about a
revolution of the heart.
      ~ Dorothy Day
      (Co-founder of the
      Catholic Worker Movement) 

Laura, Gabrielle, Luke, Talia and Bill enjoying tea and making envelopes at 
Art for All on a Tuesday. 

 THE HOUSE LETTER



This will be our second sale for what is rapidly becoming our favorite project at the house! GCW members, volunteers, guests 
and friends from the street, under the direction of local professional artists, have been creating a variety of beautiful and unique 
artwork and crafts every Tuesday (and some Saturdays) at the GCW. Part art therapy, part cottage industry, part celebration 
of creativity and community--everyone has seemed to enjoy both the process and the result of the project. These creations are 
eclectic in nature and employ the skill and attention of many artists using donated and found materials, recycled and up-cycled. 
The artwork and crafts will be on display and for sale on Saturday, April 16, and Sunday, April 17 from 1-6pm at the Green 
House of the GCW, 218 NW 2nd Ave. All proceeds go to support the Gainesville Catholic Worker and participating artists. 
These items make great gifts (Easter, Mother’s Day, Graduation, etc.) while supporting the dignity and work of these artists and 
crafters and all those who visit the GCW. 

WHEN: Saturday, April 16 and Sunday, April 17

TIME:  1:00 to 6:00pm
YOUR HELP NEEDED! If you are able to bring finger foods and drinks, it would be greatly appreciated. Please let us know 
if you will be able to bring anything so we know what to prepare on our end. Call the house or email us (info on front). 

HOUSE PROJECTS

Spring 2011 Art for All 
Open House and Art Sale 

Wall Art

Handknits

Coffee Cozy

Jewelry

HandbagsAnd much, much more!

Want to spend a semester immersed in the life and work of the GCW?
by John Zokovitch

Shortly after we opened in 2004, we discerned that one of the priorities of the Gainesville Catholic Worker would be to form 
and train students and young adults toward making a life-long commitment to working for justice in our world. We instituted 
the Metanoia Semester in 2005, allowing several students and young adults to spend a semester or more with us immersed in the 
life and work of the GCW. Over the course of 5 years, we had over 20 students participate in the project--many of whom have 
gone on to do incredible work all around ther world reflecting the values which are at the heart of our community.

For the start of the Fall 2011 semester, we are reinstituting this project under a simpler and more straightforward name, “The 
GCW Semester.” We’ll be accepting between 3-6 students/young adults who are interested in exploring life and work in a 
gospel-based community, standing with and working alongside people whom our society marginalizes, and deepening one’s 
sense of the intersection between spirituality and social justice. 

The GCW Semester gives individuals the opportunity to experiment with and practice a life of simplicity, solidarity, service, 
community, spirituality and more. It is a “total immersion” engagement in the life and work of the GCW. The GCW Semester 
includes the experience of inclusive table fellowship, weekly scripture study, opportunities for public witness, leadership 
responsibilities in core house projects, living from a “common purse,” retreat experiences, visits to other intentional communities, 
and more. Individuals participating in the GCW Semester are asked to share a room with another GCW Semester participant; 
commit for one semester (extending one’s experience beyond one semester is possible for individuals interested in longer 
experiences); and to be fully invested in and responsible for the overall health of the GCW and hospitality for our friends and 
visitors.

If you’re interested and want to look over a packet with more information about the program, please contact Johnny or Kelli 
by phone (352-219-8419 or 352-371-4695) or email (gvillecw@yahoo.com) to express your interest, set up an appointment to 
talk, and begin your discernment.



Editor’s note: Kelli wrote this reflection on Ash 
Wednesday. Throughout Lent, we posted reflections on 
the website each day for folks to share and consider. 
“You are dust, and to dust you will return.” Who wants 
to really face this reality?  Apparently, many of us 
since Ash Wednesday services are some of the most 
crowded of the year. It is a beautifully human ritual 
– feeding our deep need for meaning and purpose, as 
well as our desire for community. Standing in line for 
ashes, we wait to hear those solemn words directed at 
us personally, and we hear them in the company of 
others. We are all in this together.

Today – and every Wednesday – we at the Green 
House offer a free Café to folks who are hungry and 
homeless. We strive to create a very healthy meal made 
of mostly vegetables given to us by generous farmers 
in our area. Today we will dress up the lentil soup 
with fresh tomato salsa, and the rutabaga fries with 
homemade ranch dressing. We will pick lettuce from our garden. There will be fresh bread. All of this bounty spills over from 
the generosity of our community, created in a joyful, hurried kitchen full of people choosing to spend their Wednesday morning 
this way.

Some of those in the dining room will be experiencing the flip side of this. Many of them are unemployed, but have spent the 
morning waiting at the labor pools for work that didn’t come. Some are addicts and alcoholics who fell into addiction trying to 
cope with serious trauma.  Some struggle with mental illness or physical infirmity. People come because they’re hungry, and 
they come for the company, and sometimes they come just to get a break from the cold or the heat or the rain. They are not 
necessarily experiencing “abundance” in their day-to-day life, and we try our best to help them experience a little here at the 
house – with second and third helpings and a plate to go.

Yet this sharing, in itself, is not necessarily compassionate. Compassion – to feel with – is not created in a “have and have-not” 
world, even in our own home. We can easily fall into pity, and charity. We can see ourselves “as blessed,” and serving the “less 
fortunate.” We can even believe as some have described it, that we are blessing them. And then, one hopes, we can begin to see 
the truth in St. Vincent de Paul’s warning that the poor have to forgive us for the bread we give them.

They have to forgive us because It belongs to them already. It comes from the earth’s abundance – “fruit of the vine.” We 
“volunteers” may have jobs our culture deems important and hidden addictions and illnesses and losses that we are not forced 
to air in public. But we, the ones holding the soup pot today, are no less dust than those who come with empty bowls. The ashes 
of the first day of Lent are a reminder that we are here together for just a little while, that we are all lowly and in need of grace 
and love. We are to share. What does not happen in this world of Haves and Have-Nots, we are to bring about in the Kingdom 
of God – for the little time we are here together.
You can read more on the GCW’s website at http://www.gainesvillecw.org or from Kelli’s blog, “What We Need is Here,” at 
http://www.ourlocallife.com. 

On Ash Wednesday, we remember we are all in need of grace and love
by Kelli Brew

 REFLECTIONS

The Case for Utopia
by Peter Maurin
Editor’s Note: In each issue of the newsletter, we’re including a piece from one of the great wisdom figures of the Catholic 
Worker Movement. The following was written by Catholic Worker co-founder Peter Maurin and is one of his “Easy Essays.”

Butterfly reads to Moraa during the Cafe one Wednesday.

The world would be better off
if people tried to become better.
And people would become better
if they stopped trying to become better off.
For when everybody tries to become better off,
nobody is better off.
But when everybody tries to become better,
everybody is better off.
Everybody would be rich
if nobody tried to become richer.

And nobody would be poor
if everybody tried to be the poorest.
And everybody would be what he ought to be
if everybody tried to be
what he wants the other fellow to be.

More of Peter’s “Easy Essays” are available at
http://www.easyessays.org/. Read more about Peter at 
http://www.catholicworker.org/roundtable/pmbiography.cfm
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Visit us on the web at www.gainesvillecw.org or “like” us on Facebook!

The reflection below is based on these lectionary readings for Easter: Acts 10:34a, 37-43 | Colossians 3:1-4 | John 20:1-9
Annie Dillard, poet and storyteller, writes: “On the whole, I do not find Christians, outside of the catacombs, sufficiently sensible 
of conditions. Does anyone have the foggiest idea what sort of power so blithely invoke? Or as I suspect, does no one believe a 
word of it? ... It is madness to wear ladies’ straw hats and velvet hats to church; we should all be wearing crash helmets. Ushers 
should issue life preservers and signal flares; they should lash us to our pews. For the sleeping god may wake and take offense, 
or the waking god may draw us out to where we can never return.”

The resurrection of Jesus is absurd! It is unreasonable! How could it be anything other than foolishness? But Christians believe 
it is the central reality of our faith. It is a belief that is supposed to empower us to open our eyes and never look at the world the 
same again. This mystery, this power, has transformed everything--us and the world--and we can never be the same again. It 
is the promise of God that things as they are--violence, poverty, suffering, greed, injustice--need not continue to be. Christians 
are called to believe in a deeper reality than the reality which lies all around us. We know that God has conquered death and we 
need not be afraid. We know that redemption of the world is coming--is already here!--and that we are called to witness to that 
most enduring of visions, the reign of God.

The Paschal mystery is the central mystery of our faith. Because of the Easter event, we believe and we proclaim that suffering 
and death lead to resurrection and new life. We believe that despite all appearances, the redemption of the world and the reign 
of God is assured. This should not content us to passively sit and wait for that time to come; rather because we are a people of 
a future that is already made manifest today, we arecalled to be active participants in the creation of that alternative vision for 
how the world should be. We are called to help fashion a world that harkens back to the harmony of the original creation in 
Genesis and that eagerly looks toward the coming of the New Jerusalem in the book of Revelations. As we walk forward from 
this moment as people of the resurrection, as Easter people, we are called to stand on the side of justice, mercy, compassion, 
peace. 

The powers of this world, the power of Empire, would have us believe injustice and violence and death are inevitable, or 
worse yet, ordained by God. But we are no longer susceptible to their lies. Easter promises us there is no darkness that cannot 
be overcome. The way of discipleship does not end in the tomb. With Jesus we rise, and go forward unafraid. 

Jesus is risen! Alleluia!
This reflection originally appeared in Rise, and Do Not Be Afraid: Reflections for Lent 2002, written by John Zokovitch and 
published by Pax Christi USA.

IMPORTANT: To do all of this work, we rely on the support of family and friends. We are not a tax-exempt, non-profit 
organization; we have no paid staff. We hope your experience of the GCW has touched you & changed you, and we hope that 
you can join us in supporting the GCW. To make a gift or inquire about our needs, you can send a check to the address in this 
newsletter, or contact us by email (preferable) or phone. Thanks for all you have done and given. We are very grateful! 

 REFLECTIONS
This Easter, with Jesus, rise, and do not be afraid
by John Zokovitch


